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FLORIDA'S WEST PALM BEACH BY TERRY WARD

HERE'S A TWO-HOUR WINDOW (oo
the bridge” save dive gpiide Miks
Walker of Walker's Dive Chartes, prep-
pinge iz foor Wasit Palm Bech's Blue Hern
Beldpe. The hours before and after high
tide make for a managrable current and
— fike the wave of o mayjc wand — turm
tha Tivreacnssral Wargrway berwosin Palm
Beach and Singes ksland crystal clear for a
precious window of botiom Gme
But ehere's no mesd 1o kil time wait-
i fior the e wirk 100 wires (0 tha
area. We're speeding abpard The Werter

the Better, fallwing the curve of Palm
Beach's privileged coast. Walker polims
ot Kush Limbasghs house and the old
Kennedy estite, and the Breakers
wsses Inoa blur, B for all the ric
neark, the real tressurs is undeswater.
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Léss than & I affchire, st rtho
Breakers Reef, we drift frir ne an hpar
E

s, W

0 rs of coral blanketed with poe-
B s anif svaving softcorals, In
the conrse af waling o
we're treated o some of diving's greatest
Iits — & birpe morse shark o giane green
ol unEpor wh tha
vorals, schonling spadefich and a logges
Desadl wiihy juse thiree Fns el lets us swim
et by hima for o full five minuees

We surface, wolf dewn fresh pine
apple and within minstes are back at
the bridge, where its pei e G el
back in the water. Fager oo bid adicu to
the rushing cars, skyscraper condos and
Insimsimye perwer plant af ehe bailt-up wp-
le, T skide aff the hack of the boat
The small wreck of o dinghy emerges

ww the beidge,

froem the sandy boom, a scorpicafish

a bumblebee shrimp, din
picking its way ucross a large
towe spot o lang-arm octo-
pus near @ pibe of shell carcasses, and T
dckle the sand nearby, com

arm &0 grad halid of nry finges, “When we
heamup dive here a fow weeks back,
s of peoplo brewght up booles,” Walkor
mnlid me earlier ‘Pt they were full of oot -
puses, sowe b i thrown them bade

W' dewn for almost an

handly passing the 12-fope m exzept
for @ gander around the wooden fend-
wrs on the eastern ide of the brldge,
ur o whopping 16 fesr The fenders
are carpeted with oramge soft corals

purple barrel sponges, the cofors
wahiright in the shallow wueer,
a chubs paint quick-
silver highlights. in the il a

1 a tiny
dhi-hail blenmsy the colar of 4 leman

fwrst pokes bs head from a tube

s absolutely everywhere. A bristle
swerrrn inchies acrass the gravely botbom;
nearkw, & red-dipped badfish pours for
o A large ball
I mi e die plastic trach turms oot to
e & lumip of eegs bookemded with clus-
ters of apple murex shells. Walker pold
me that the Little Hiue Heron beidpe
ithe gastorn srrorch af the hei
der cnaseruct

spot for frogfich amid peahorses,
Bur char will have to walr 6il] o

. Befnre we surface, we gzt
one last treat: Finning back o the
boat, we spot a |
warches ne far & brlef momer
it sppoks, dropping straight inb

broivn sand fike 2 sugir cube pl
g &0 much cafid au lale
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